
 1 

InstrucƟons: 

Give the children 5 minutes to each collect 3 different shaped leaves from the orchard floor. 
Remind them not to pick any leaves sƟll growing on the trees. Set searching boundaries. As the 
children return, organise them into a large circle and ask them to place their leaves at their feet, 
so that everybody can see all the leaves gathered. 

How could the leaves be sorted into different groups or categories? Encourage the children to 
look closely at the details of the leaves - size, colour, shape, edge (toothed, wavy, smooth), vein 
paƩern, appearance (shiny, dull), texture (flexible or briƩle, hairy or smooth), etc. Share the 
children’s ideas. 

Why do plants have leaves? Explain that each leaf is a miniature, solar-powered food factory, 
producing liquid, sugary food that the tree needs to grow. Ask the children to look closely at 
one of their leaves, on both sides. Just like our veins carry blood around our body, the leaf veins 
carry this sugary food around the tree to keep it healthy. 

IdenƟfying the trees 

Split the class into pairs or threes. Hand each pair/three a Fruit Tree ID guide and a magnifier. 
Explain that they are going to idenƟfy some of the fruit trees in the orchard by carefully 
examining the leaves and other features (depending on the season).  Encourage the children to 
look at both sides of the leaves  - this may help them disƟnguish apple from pear trees for 
example. 

Explain any vocabulary on the ID sheet that children may not understand, then select a tree as 
an example and demonstrate how to do idenƟfy it using the guide and magnifier. 

Reproducing the leaves 

Once the tree has been idenƟfied, the children will then need to reproduce one of the leaves  
on their piece of paper. This could be a detailed pencil sketch or a wax crayon rubbing. If there 
are no fresh leaves on the ground that can be used, demonstrate how to do a rubbing by gently 
posiƟoning a leaf (sƟll aƩached to branch) between the clipboard and piece of paper. Try not to 
pick or damage any of the leaves, parƟcularly if the trees are very young and don’t have much 
foliage.  Add a Ɵtle to the drawing, eg An Apple Tree Leaf, My Pear Tree 

Give each child a clipboard with paper aƩached and let them choose their iniƟal drawing 
materials . Ensure boundaries are known then set children off to select their first tree. 
Depending on Ɵme and species available you may set them a target of three different leaf 
types. Or you may wish them to sketch the whole tree, then make a more detailed drawing of 
the leaf. 

Let the children review each other’s artwork . Back at school, compile the artwork to make a 
guide to the local orchard trees or a large display. 

All about Leaves  
Understanding the role of leaves and making detailed drawings 
and rubbings from fruit trees 
_____________________________________________________ 
Learning ObjecƟves & Curriculum Links: 
 To idenƟfy a variety of different fruit trees by close examinaƟon of their leaves 
 To idenƟfy and describe the funcƟons of leaves 
 To carefully sketch or make rubbings of leaves to make a nature guide or poster 
_____________________________________________________  

EsƟmated Ɵme:   60mins 
Recommended Year Group:   3 
Subjects:   Science, Art 
LocaƟon:   Orchard 

Prior Knowledge & PreparaƟon: 
 Pupils know the words: bark, bud, 

shoot, leaf, twig 
 Print and laminate (if possible) 

Fruit Tree ID guide for groups 
 
Resources: 
 Clipboards with paper for each 

person  
 Drawing pencils and wax crayons 
 Fruit Tree ID  (PDF) per group 
 Leaf SpoƩer Sheet (PDF) per 

group (opƟonal) 
 Magnifying glasses (opƟonal) 
 Whistle (opƟonal) 
 
Hints: 
 A whistle blow may be helpful as 

the return signal if the orchard is 
large 

 Leaves could be collected from 
the surrounding trees or 
hedgerows if the orchard has 
limited species/trees 

 If it’s wet use the laminated  
guides to idenƟfy the different 
trees but bring some leaves back 
to the classroom for sketching 
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Further quesƟons, Next Steps and Links:  

 Leaves from the ground could be taken back to class and pressed for further use 
 Use the Leaf SpoƩer Sheet produced by The Woodland Trust Nature DetecƟves to idenƟfy other trees by their leaves  
 The Life of a Fruit Tree 
 All About Flowers 
 Fruity Art & CraŌs acƟviƟes 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Background/teacher’s informaƟon/notes:  

 

 


