
Apple and Pear pests and diseases 
 
Everyone can grow apples and pears without using chemical pest and disease controls.  
Problems can be minimised by regularly inspecƟng your trees, so you can act at the first signs of damage. 
 
 Remove any diseased or pest-damaged windfalls and sweep up leaves or chop them up with a lawn mower so they rot 

down quickly. 
 

 Apply an organic mulch every spring around the base of your trees when the soil is moist and warm. This will reduce weed 
compeƟƟon, conserve moisture and, as it rots down, will help to feed the tree.  Do not pile the mulch up against the trunk 
as this may encourage fungal disease and vole damage.  

 

 Place bird boxes nearby to encourage natural insect predators like blue and great Ɵts.  
 
And, don’t be too Ɵdy. 
 
 Allow patches of neƩles to grow nearby as neƩle aphids emerge early in the year and provide food for the first ladybirds 

as they emerge. A good ladybird populaƟon will then aƩack any tree aphids later in the year.    
 

 Beneficial hoverflies are aƩracted to umbellifer flowers if they are allowed to grow nearby.   
 

 Leave some long grass or other tall vegetaƟon near the trees in the winter so that helpful insect predators  have a safe 
place to hibernate.  

Problems affecƟng trees 



Problems affecƟng fruit 


