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InstrucƟons: 

Word Gym (15mins) 

Take the group to an interesƟng tree in the orchard – it may be gnarled and bent,  have 
beauƟful blossom, or long, far-reaching limbs. 

Split the class into small groups. Depending on the season, secretly assign groups different  
parts of the tree. Their challenge is to describe their part in only 3 words. Encourage the use of 
interesƟng and evocaƟve vocabulary, or include word groups being studied in class, eg words 
ending in -ous. Examples of tree parts to study: 

 Group 1: the texture of the bark - gnarled, rough, wrinkled, ridged, smooth, knobbly 
 Group 2: the look and feel of the leaves – shiny, hairy, dull, toothed, crinkled, crispy, soŌ 
 Group 3: the smell of the blossom – sweet, sugary, sickly, fragrant, perfumed, intoxicaƟng 
 Group 4: the size and shape of the branches – immense, towering, crooked, enormous 
 Group 5: the fruit - golden, ruby-red, spherical, knobbly, striped, doƩed, smooth 
 
Ask each group to recite their 3 chosen words – these could also be recorded on wriƟng boards 
for use back in class. Can the other groups guess the tree part from the three words? Are the 
words powerful enough to describe the tree? For the older pupils, would similes or 
metaphors help? 

 
Fruit Tree Characters (45mins) 
Now get the children to imagine the tree is a character – is it young or old? Is it happy or sad, 
shy or confident? How might it move if it could liŌ its roots? What might its face look like? 

Share some of the ideas and then hand each child a ball of clay. Explain that they are going to select their own favourite tree to 
become a story character and make a clay face to sƟck onto it, using natural materials to add facial features if they wish. If they think 
their tree is angry, how would they show this?  

Once they have completed the face, encourage them to write a sentence to describe their character or an exciƟng story-opener which 
includes a descripƟon of their character: 

“The crooked arm of the ancient beast pointed towards the sun.”  “The white hair of the young boy was blowing gently in the breeze.” 

“Like a graceful dancer, the creature leapt from the soil and raced quickly away.” 

Fruit Tree Characters 
Trees in the orchard are brought to life through imaginaƟve 
descripƟons and creaƟve clay work 
_____________________________________________________ 
Learning ObjecƟves & Curriculum Links: 
 To create characters for stories using nature as a sƟmulus 
 To use a rich and varied vocabulary to describe characters and write story-openers 
 To craŌ a clay face which reflects a character’s mood and temperament 
_____________________________________________________  

EsƟmated Ɵme:  60mins 
Recommended Year Group:  3, 4, 5 
Subjects:  English,  Art 
LocaƟon:  Orchard 

Prior Knowledge & PreparaƟon: 
 Print any slides/PDFs 
 
Resources: 
 WriƟng boards/clipboards with 

paper and pens (opƟonal) 
 Tablets/cameras to take photos 

 Air drying clay (golf-ball size per 
person) 

Further quesƟons, Next Steps and Links:  
 Children use the photos of their characters as inspiraƟon for a story, poem, myth, legend, fairy-tale, etc 
 Use the orchard as a seƫng for the story 
 Use the words from Word Gym to create a poem 


