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Linnaeus and LaƟn 
A pracƟcal introducƟon to the Linnaeus binomial naming system 

_____________________________________________________ 
Learning ObjecƟves & Curriculum Links: 
 To discover why all living organisms are given scienƟfic names 
 To understand how these scienƟfic names fit into the Linnaeus classificaƟon system 
 To learn that some of the LaƟn names describe the organism  
_____________________________________________________  

EsƟmated Ɵme:  45mins 
Recommended Year Group:   6 
Subjects:    Science, MFL 
LocaƟon:    Orchard 

InstrucƟons: 

This acƟvity is one of a series of three introducing the pioneering work of Carl Linnaeus (see 
Next Steps). 

Explain to the pupils that all living organisms are given a common name and a scienƟfic name, 
which is usually in LaƟn. Carl Linnaeus, a Swedish scienƟst, designed this naming system in the 
1700s and we sƟll use it today. For example, Homo sapiens (“wise man”) is the scienƟfic name 
for modern humans. 

Daisy Hunt (10mins) 

Why might Linnaeus have given species scienƟfic names?  

Ask the pupils to bring you a Daisy from the orchard . If you have EAL pupils in your class, ask 
them what they might call this flower in their own language. Examples could include: La 
PaquareƩe in French, La Margarita in Spanish and Das Ganseblümchen in German. Whatever 
the name, they all refer to the same plant, the one we call a Daisy.  

Giving the Daisy a scienƟfic name that all botanists can use, whatever language they speak, 
avoids confusion and allows scienƟsts to collaborate worldwide. 

Naming plants scienƟfically (20mins) 

ScienƟfic names are wriƩen in italics or underlined. The scienƟfic name for Daisy - origin “Day’s Eye” -  is Bellis perennis.  Write this on a 
blank card to show the group.  

 Genus - point out that the first part of the name refers to the general group of  plants the individual belongs to - its genus - and 
starts with a capital leƩer.   

 Species - the second part refers to the parƟcular type - or species  - and oŌen  describes the organism.  

What do the pupils think Bellis and perennis may tell them about the plant? Perennis means perennial in LaƟn (lasƟng a long Ɵme/not 
dying in the winter) and Bellis is derived from bella meaning beauƟful.   

Hand a LaƟn name card to each 
pair. The meaning of these LaƟn 
names are given in the box . 

Can the pupils guess what the 
plant may look like from its name 
or what sort of habitat it may live 
in?  

Can they find a plant in the 
orchard that matches the LaƟn 
descripƟon on their card?  

Image: www.commons.wikimedia.org 

LaƟn words commonly used to name species: 

alpina = from  the alps 
arcƟca = from the arcƟc 
sylvestris = of the woods  
arvensis = of the field 
mariƟma = mariƟme, near the sea 
grandis = big   CLUE: French “grand” 
rubra = red  CLUE: ruby 
purpurea = purple/deep pink 

 
decidua = deciduous 
densiflora = dense-flowered 
longiflora = with long flowers  
digitata = hand-shaped leaved CLUE : 5 digits 
lanceolata = lance-shaped (leaves) 
odorata = perfumed 
pendula = hanging 
vulgaris = common  
 

Prior Knowledge & PreparaƟon: 
 Print any slides/PDFs 
 Pupils know the terms Genus and 

Species (Linnaeus Line Up acƟvity 
can support this)  

 
Resources: 
 Set of LaƟn names cards 

(Orchard Botany #17) 
 5 blank postcards/index cards & 

pen 
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 Naming fruits in LaƟn (15mins) 

Now ask the pupils to select a fruit tree. Give them 5 minutes to examine the leaves, flowers or fruit 
depending on the season and think of a scienƟfic (LaƟn) name for it. Eg. Applus rubra, FruiƟcus 
decidua, Plum purpurea.   

Bring them back together to share their ideas.  

Below are the real scienƟfic names for the various orchard fruits. Model how to write these LaƟn 
names (capital leƩer for the Genus and underlined) on the rest of the blank cards. Show all four 
cards to the children, but before revealing the common name for each, ask them what they  noƟce 
about the LaƟn names, eg. two of the fruits are in the same genus (Prunus), two of the fruits are species domesƟca. This means they 
must have something in common. 

Apple:   Malus domesƟca. It is in the same genus as wild, crab apples  - the European wild, crab apple is called Malus sylvestris (apple of 
the woods) - but the orchard apple has been modified by humans hence its species name of domesƟca. 

Pear:      Pyrus communis. The LaƟn word “communis” translates as “common” in modern English.  

Cherry:  Prunus avium. The orchard varieƟes derive form the Wild or Sweet Cherry.   

Plum:     Prunus domesƟca. Similar to the apple, orchard plums are a culƟvated species of wild plum. 

Lord Lambourne apples   Image: EEAOP 

Further quesƟons, Next Steps and Links:  
 Linnaeus & The Fruity Roses - close observaƟon of apple blossom to discover why apples are classified as Roses 
 Linnaeus Line Up -  how living organisms are classified, based on the work of Linnaeus  
 The Orchard Animal cards show the common and scienƟfic names of many BriƟsh animals - pupils could choose their favourite 

and research other creatures in the same genus  
 What are the scienƟfic names for the pupils’ pets? How would they be classified? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Background/teacher’s informaƟon/notes:  
 

 


