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Orchard Bird Watch Estimated time: 30 mins

Explore the orchard to discover which birds live there Recommended Year Group: 3, 4,5, 6
Subjects: Science

Location: Orchard

Learning Objectives & Curriculum Links:

e  Toidentify and observe a variety of common British birds
e  To collect data on the number of birds spotted

Instructions:

Either in the classroom or outside, each pupil can make a “telescope” to help spot the birds by
rolling a piece of A4 paper into a tube and sticking with tape. Although this won’t actually
magnify anything, it does narrow the field of vision, enabling pupils to focus better.

Robin. Image: Gidzy

Split the class into small groups of two or three and hand out clipboards, pencils, bird survey
sheets, plus tablet, and binoculars (see Hints) if applicable.

Show children the searching boundaries.

Encourage groups to spread out around the edges of the orchard, moving slowly and very
quietly. As they spot a new bird, they identify and record it using their sheet (or identify using
the app.)

Bullfinch. Image: Francis C. Franklin 2014

Encourage groups to stop every 20metres or so and look around them, standing still.
Prior Knowledge & Preparation:
Listening for bird calls is another good way to locate the smaller birds. Cupping hands behind

e Optional - see Hints
the ears (like deer’s ears) helps pinpoint the sound.

e Print any slides/PDFs

At the end of the observation period, discuss which birds have been spotted.
Resources:

How can more birds be encouraged to visit or nest in the orchard? .
e Bird survey sheet (PDF) per

group
e A4 paper to make telescopes

Further questions, Next Steps and Links:
e Binoculars (optional)

e Participate in the RSPB Big Schools or Big Garden Bird Watch (Jan/Feb each year. See e Clipboards and pencils
www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-teachers/schools-birdwatch) e Tablet with bird spotter app

e Year 5: Orchard Animals Life cycles installed (optional)

e Year 6: Darwin’s Finches

e Year 6: Adaptation in the Orchard Hints:

e Maths - analysis and display of findings, pupils could design their own data collection ¢ Put bird feeders up in the orchard
tables before your bird watch

e English - pupils could write “a day in the life of” one of the birds they have spotted
e Art - sketch favourite bird spotted
e Make bird feeders and bird boxes to attract more birds to the orchard

e Make some temporary bird hides
using fabric sheets with holes cut
in them. Stake into ground.

e Show children how to focus
binoculars before using and
remind them not to look directly

Background/teacher’s information/notes: at sun

Autumn and winter are good seasons for bird watching as birds may be seen more easily
feeding on the fruits and seeds of the trees and surrounding hedgerows.

Fieldfares and Blackbirds often visit orchards to feed on the fallen fruit.
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