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Orchard Habitat Review 
Write travel reviews of the orchard habitats from the perspecƟve of the 
animals that visit and live there 

_____________________________________________________ 

InstrucƟons: 

In the classroom (20mins) 
Explain to the group that they are going to be wriƟng travel reviews, similar to those from 
“Trip Advisor”. Hand each table a sample travel review card based on a hotel. Give them a 
few minutes to discuss how much they think it would help them to decide to stay at that 
hotel. Share their ideas. 

What informaƟon would make their review more useful? eg. evidence to back up the 
opinions, a heading, a raƟng. 

Explain that they are now going to write a review, in pairs or small groups, from the point of 
view of one of the animals that visit the local orchard. The animals are visiƟng the orchard for 
a short break and want to put a review on a website for others to read, eg The Orchard 
Holiday Blog or Orchard Trip Advisor. 

What should the orchard be judged on?  Show the class Lennie Wood Mouse Travel Review. 
Lennie awarded the hedge (the “hotel”) a maximum 5 stars for: 

 How good the accommodaƟon was  

 How good the food was, and  

 How safe Lennie and his family felt staying there 

Why is this more useful than the previous examples? Would the class add any other criteria? 

Split the class into pairs/small groups and get ready to visit the orchard. Each pair/group 
needs a whiteboard and pen or a clipboard, paper and pen or tablet to make notes with. 

At the Orchard (30 - 55 mins) 
Starter acƟvity (opƟonal) - Orchard Who Dunnit? to discover what animals visit or live in the 
orchard.  

Hand each group an appropriate orchard habitat card and a random orchard animal card. 
These may not necessarily be a good match - this is the point of the exercise! (You could role 
play a hotel booking system malfuncƟon, as there will be some very strange matches, eg a 
Sparrowhawk on a Flower, a Toad in the Tree canopy). Encourage the groups to read the 
informaƟon about their animal.  

On their whiteboards/paper, pupils should write the name of their animal, plus the raƟng 
criteria as a list - accommodaƟon, food, safety, etc. The groups then have 20 minutes to find 
their accommodaƟon (habitat) and award it stars for each criteria/category. They can also 
make any further notes or take pictures of what they have found to help them write their 
review. If pupils are taking too long finding their micro-habitat - or it doesn’t exist in the 
orchard - recommend they use their imaginaƟon.  

Early finishers could record key words for their review, using prefix “in”, “im” or “un” eg. 
unhappy, impossible or intolerable and suffix -ous, eg. tremendous, enormous, delicious.  

Learning ObjecƟves & Curriculum Links: 
 To discover more about orchard animals and habitats  
 To discuss and record ideas as notes 
 To organise paragraphs around different themes 
 To use prefix “in”, “im” or “un” and  suffix “ous”  

_____________________________________________________  

EsƟmated Ɵme:   50 - 75 mins  
Recommended Year Group:   4 
Subjects:   English, Science 
LocaƟon:   Classroom & Orchard 

Prior Knowledge & PreparaƟon: 
 See Hints below 
 Print any slides/PDFs 
 
Resources: 
 Orchard animal cards  
 Sample travel review cards 

(Habitat Review #2) 
 Lennie Wood Mouse Travel 

Review (Habitat Review #3) 
 2 or 3 sets of Orchard Habitat 

cards (Habitat Review #4) 
 Note-taking resources for pupils 

in groups - tablet/whiteboards 
and pens/clipboard, paper, 
pencils 

 Camera/tablets (opƟonal) 
 
Hints: 
 Print an extra set of habitat cards 

and use as “signs” to pre-mark 
the orchard habitats if Ɵme is 
short 

 You could run Orchard Who 
Dunnit? as a starter acƟvity 
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Further quesƟons, Next Steps and Links:  
 Orchard Food Chains 
 Write an email/leƩer of complaint to the orchard manager and tell them what would improve your experience, or a thank you 

email/leƩer thanking them for a wonderful stay 

 Create a mock Orchard Trip Advisor webpage 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Background/teacher’s informaƟon/notes:  
 
Which homes the orchard animals would prefer to live in: 
 
 Hedgerow -  Robin, Chaffinch, Bullfinch, Fieldfare, Blackbird, Hedgehog 

 Tree canopy – Robin, Blue Tit, Chaffinch, Fieldfare, Blackbird, Sparrowhawk, Kestrel, Large White BuƩerfly, Red Admiral BuƩerfly, 
Codling Moth and caterpillar, Red Spider Mite, Large Fruit Tree Tortrix Moth and caterpillar, Ladybird, Woolly Aphid, Rosy Apple 
Aphid, Winter Moth Marmalade Fly larvae 

 Tree trunk (including hole in trunk, under bark) –  Blue Tit, Tawny Owl, Wasp, Woodpecker, Ladybird, Woodlouse,  Pipistrelle Bat, 
Marmalade Fly  larvae 

 Hole in ground – Fox, Rabbit, Badger, Field Vole, Wood Mouse, Buff-tailed Bumblebee, Toad 

 Long grass – Meadow Brown BuƩerfly and caterpillar, Ladybird, Roe Deer, Field Vole, Grass Snake 

 Log or sƟck pile – Woodlouse, Ground Beetle, Toad, Frog, Hedgehog, Common Shrew, Robin, CenƟpede, Millipede, Smooth Newt, 
Common Lizard  

 Leaf pile – Hedgehog, Ground Beetle, Woodlouse, Common Shrew 

 Soil - Worm, Millipede 

 Boggy ground/pond – Frog, Newt, Grass Snake 

 Flower – Crab Spider, Marmalade Fly  

Review outcomes (10 mins) 
Gather groups together to discuss what they have found and what type of experience their animal had. A Sparrowhawk staying on a 
flower would have had a terrible Ɵme! If bad, where would that animal prefer to stay? 

Return to classroom to write reviews.  
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“Tasty hazel nuts!” 
 
I visited the Orchard for a short break and stayed in the hazel hedge. I thought that it was an incredible place! 
It was very dry and comfortable and there were plenty of tasty hazel nuts to eat. Delicious apples, acorns and 
berries were nearby as well. With winter closing in, it is important for us to eat as much as we can, so we can 
survive the cold months when food is hard to find. 

I met lots of other Wood Mice and Field Voles and we had a great Ɵme. We felt very safe as there is a thorny 
bramble bush that grows through the hedge. This helps to keep predators out.  

I would really recommend staying at the Orchard and am looking to visit again soon. 

 
Stayed: October 2017 

 

AccommodaƟon 

Food 

        Safety 

 
 

Lennie Wood Mouse 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tasty acorns! 

Review examples 

“The food was terrible.” 
“I really liked the bed. It was very big and 

comfortable.”  

“Don’t stay there whatever you do!” “The food was amazing. I loved the cabbage.” 

“I’m very unhappy. The bed was lumpy and the 
shower was freezing.” 

“The food tasted fabulous and the bed was 
heavenly. I’d definitely recommend staying 

here.” 

“The bread was mouldy.” “It was the best stay I’ve ever had!” 

“Pants. The manager wouldn’t let me keep my 
pet goat in the room.” 

“The manager was very handsome.” 


