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The Life of a Fruit Tree 
Pupils work together to create their own 2D models of orchard trees using natural 
materials, complete with labels and life cycle cards 

_____________________________________________________ 

Learning ObjecƟves & Curriculum Links: 
 To idenƟfy and describe the funcƟons of different parts of flowering plants 
 To make careful observaƟons 
 To understand the life cycle of a fruit tree 

___________________________________________________  

EsƟmated Ɵme:   60mins 
Recommended Year Group:   3 or 5 
Subjects:   Science, Art 
LocaƟon:   Orchard 

Prior Knowledge & PreparaƟon: 

 Print and laminate slides/PDFs 
Resources: 

 Cloth sheet/plain T-towel for 
each group of 3 

 Laminated set of Apple Tree Life 
Cycle cards (Orchard Botany #4) 
for each group of 3  

 10 blank cards per group of 3 
(1/2 postcard size) 

 Pen/pencil per group of 3 
 Tablets/cameras to take photos 

of their natural artwork 

Hints: 

 If it’s windy, annotate the 
photographs of the children’s 
tree pictures back in the 
classroom and run the Apple 
Tree Life Cycle inside as follow-
up 

InstrucƟons: 

Parts of the Fruit Tree  

Split the class into groups of three. Explain that they will be working together to make a 2D 
model of their favourite fruit tree using natural materials. The life cycle of an apple tree is 
used in the illustraƟve material, but the life cycle of pear, plum and cherry are the same. 

Demonstrate this by placing a cloth sheet (the arƟsts’ canvas) on the ground near a tree. If it’s 
windy, place a frame with sƟcks on top of the cloth. Encourage the  children to observe the 
tree closely.  

What parts of the tree can they idenƟfy?  Write each part on a small piece of card (these will 
be used as labels to annotate the final picture). 

How could they represent these different parts using natural materials?  Eg, thick twigs for 
trunk, thinner twigs for branches. Leaves, petals, grass stems could all be used depending on 
the season to represent the different features.  

What parts of the tree can’t they see? The roots. How could they show these? 

Ask a couple of children to gather some of these items for you and start to build your picture 
as an example, including the roots. Remind children not to take living parts of the tree, just 
items that are on the ground. Add some of the handwriƩen labels as you go. 

Once the children have understood the acƟvity, give each group a cloth sheet/T-towel, a set of 
small cards and a pen and send them off to choose their own tree to model and label. Set a 
Ɵme limit, eg 20 minutes.  

Take photos of the completed pictures. 

Fruit Tree Life Cycle  

As groups complete their annotated pictures, give them a set of Apple Tree Life Cycle cards. If 
pupils have selected the tree of a different fruit, they could draw their fruit (pear, plum or 
cherry) onto a blank card to replace the apple card. Plums and cherries also only have one 
seed, known as a stone, rather than several small pips - they could check inside if the tree is in 
fruit -  so they may wish to draw a replacement card for the “seed” stage, too. Ask them to 
place their cards in the correct order around the outside of their picture. You could allocate 
points for each stage correctly posiƟoned. 

At what stage in its lifecycle is their fruit tree?  
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Further quesƟons, Next Steps and Links:  
 Why are orchard trees spaced quite evenly? Why do fruit trees not grow as tall as other trees?  
 Fruit Tree Characters  
 All About Flowers (summer) 
 Fruits and seeds (autumn) 
 Apple tasƟng acƟviƟes (autumn) 
 All About Leaves  (spring/summer) 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Background/teacher’s informaƟon/notes:  
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Review outcomes  
When all groups have finished, select a good example to gather around. Using the labels as prompts, discuss the funcƟons of the 
different parts of the apple tree and review its life cycle.  
 
Let the children look at each other’s masterpieces then Ɵdy up. 


